
I recently read the book “It’s All About Him” by Denise 

Jackson. She is the wife of country music superstar Alan 

Jackson. He is one of the biggest selling musical artists of 

all-time with something like 35 #1 hit songs.

The book is a fascinating story of their life as they went 

from being high school sweethearts in a small town in 

Georgia, marrying young and rising to overwhelming 

fame and wealth. Denise chronicles all of the joy and 

heartache that came with that, which ultimately led to 

great stress on their marriage. 
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I recently read the book “It’s All About Him” by Denise Jackson. She is the wife of 

country music superstar Alan Jackson. He is one of the biggest selling musical 

artists of all-time with something like 35 #1 hit songs.

The book is a fascinating story of their life as they went from being high school 

sweethearts in a small town in Georgia, marrying young and rising to overwhelming 

fame and wealth. Denise chronicles all of the joy and heartache that came with that, 

which ultimately led to great stress on their marriage. 

She describes how lost she ended up feeling living in Alan’s shadow. Not knowing 

who she really was and searching to find some kind of identity in the midst of this 

whirlwind life she was caught up in. She felt completely dependent on Alan and 

struggled to raise their three daughters with him being away on the road so much of 

the time.

Alan was struggling too with her being so needy and dependent. This wasn’t the 

marriage either of them had imagined or wanted. Then one day to Denise’s shock, 

Alan walks out.
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Both Denise and Alan had been raised in strong Christian families and

were very active in church growing up, but she confesses that even though she had 

placed her trust in Christ at age 12, her faith had never really factored into her life much 

at all. She says her life was always like she was driving a car and Jesus was in the back 

seat. It was nice having Him around, but she didn’t really want Him to drive the car. Then 

when their marriage started to struggle, she had Jesus sit up front in the passenger seat 

to be closer to her and give her helpful advice, but she was still driving the car. However, 

when Alan walked out she says, “I had no idea which way to turn. I was totally lost, and I 

ended up stalled out on the side of the road. Finally, I begged Christ to get in the driver’s 

seat, to take complete control. I wanted Him to drive my life, no matter where He’d take 

me.”

I don’t know about you, but I can certainly relate to Denise’s fear of letting God have 

complete control of her life. In my younger days as a Christian, I too wanted Jesus in my 

life, but I still wanted the steering wheel. There was that underlying fear of where the car 

might go if I really let God drive. As a pastor, I can’t even count how many times I’ve had 

Christians come to me worried about what might happen if they really let God rule every 

aspect of their life. Would He send me to a life of serving the poor in some far away land? 

Would He want me remain single?

But what Denise discovered is what we’re all looking for. That’s as much as I can tell you, 

because I want you read the book! I really believe it will bless every married couple to 

read it together, but it will bless you whether you’re married or not.

After reading the book I couldn’t help but think of the students we serve through 

ReIgnite Hope. For many of them, perhaps most of them, Jesus isn’t even in the car with 

them let alone driving the car. For many of the others, He may be in the car, but still not 

driving. But many of you know how exciting it is to see all of that change in their lives 

during the weeks that we have with them.

I hope this letter has encouraged you. Maybe it’s even caused you to consider where 

Jesus is in your life. Is He a just a passenger or is He driving? Most of us are very familiar 

with 1 Peter 5:7—“Cast all of your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” But the 

controlling verb in that passage is in the previous verse—“Humble yourselves therefore, 

under the mighty hand of God…” In other words, how do you humble yourselves (v.6)? 

You do it by casting your anxieties on Him (v.7) instead of trying to deal with them on 

your own. You do it by giving Him the steering wheel!

Student Stories

Life-changing stories from our graduation ceremony

ReIGNITE Hope saved my life

Bianca passed her certification exams in both TIG 

and MIG welding.  Bianca said "ReIGNITE Hope 

reignited my Soul.  I think of ReIGNITE every day. 

This school has done so much for me no words 

can say. Saved my life. I couldn't be more grateful. 

It reignited my soul and spirit. I'm Saved!" Bianca 

really excelled in the program. Bianca applied to 

and was hired full time by DMC Power in Carson, 

CA. She plans to volunteer her time to help to 

inspire the next group of students to reach their 

goals. We are so very proud of Bianca!



Thank you for all your faithful prayers and

support. Please pray that God will give us His

perfect wisdom as to when we can safely

begin the next class.

I’ll keep you all updated and if you would like to contact me I can be

reached by email at steve@reignitehope.com or by phone at (310)

847-0593. Please let me know if there is any way that I can be

praying for you during these challenging days in which we are

living.

Love you All!

A New Life Ahead

Thomas joined ReIGNITE Hope right out of prison.  

He had some experience welding already.  It was 

clear he was truly gifted at welding.

 Midway though the class, a rep from the 

Plumbers and Steamfitters Union came by 

looking for welders.  He interviewed for the job 

the next day. Hallelujah, he was hired.  Now 

Thomas now has a good paying job, a pension 

and benefits to provide for his family. We were so 

blessed to have Thomas in our class and pray for 

bright future indeed.
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