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Newsletter

We're back with a devotional, latest news and a student story.

In Matt. 16:24, Jesus said that if anyone is going to follow Him, going to be His

disciple, the very �rst thing they need to do is “deny" themselves. 

Now He could have said you must deny the Roman government or you must

deny the false teaching of the Pharisees and the Sadducees or you must deny

the things of the world.  But no, He said you must deny yourself. 

And the word there for “deny” in the original Greek New Testament is pretty

interesting—aparneomai. It’s a really strong word that appears only a few times

in the New Testament and it doesn’t carry a mild meaning as in I’m going to

deny myself ice cream after dinner tonight, but it means that I am going to

disown something. I’m going to disregard it.  And grammatically, it’s in what

we’d called the imperative mood which means it’s a verb of command. In other

words, Jesus is saying that you must do this.  This is not optional.  This is not a

suggestion.  He is saying that it will take nothing less than this if you’re really

going to follow Me.

It is the same form of the word Jesus used when He told Peter that he was

going to deny knowing Him three times before the rooster crowed in Matt.

26:34. And think about how sternly Peter denied knowing Christ.

In Matt. 27:74 where he denied knowing Jesus for the third time it says, “Then

http://localhost:3000/decode_hex/68747470733a2f2f707265766965772e6d61696c65726c6974652e636f6d2f74306a386b38


he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, ‘I do not know the man.’

And immediately the rooster crowed.”

Now the opposite of denying yourself is to be self-centered.  And if we think

about it, the �rst sin in the Bible was self-centeredness.  Adam and Eve knew

that God had said they were not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good

and evil (Gen. 2:16-17), but they wanted to anyway.  And, as we know, instead of

denying themselves, they indulged themselves---they chose to be self-centered

instead of God centered. 

But, we’ve all done that a million times as well and Jesus knew that self is our

biggest enemy, so it’s no wonder that there is no “self” mentioned in the two

Great Commandments He spoke of—love God and love others.

So, self needs to die so that Christ may fully live within us.  In Gal. 2:20, Paul

said that it is no longer I (self in other words) who live, but Christ who lives

within me. 

We’ve got to learn to make life about God and others and not about ourselves.

So, think about this, it’s been said that, “When you’re focused on getting, you

will be frequently disappointed, but when you are focused on giving you will

never be disappointed.” Jesus also said in Matt. 23:11 that, “The greatest among

will be your servant.” Servants don’t expect much. They know that their role is

to give, not get. 

So how do we do this?  How do we learn to “deny” ourselves? First, I want to

encourage you to think about this--every choice represents a fork in the road.

And most of the forks in the road have a self-centered lane.  In other words, am

I going to make this about me or about them?  Am I going to say what I want

to say or what I should say? Am I going to stop and help someone or walk on

by? Am I going to be forgiving or resentful? Etc. 

Second, if we pay attention, we come across dozens of these forks in the road

every day, but we are often just reacting in our normal patterns of behavior

throughout the day instead of seeing the fork and the opportunity it presents—

to choose the self-centered lane or the God-centered lane. So, I want to

encourage all of us to slow down and recognize the forks. 

Lastly, Paul tells Timothy in 1 Tim. 4:7 to “Train yourself for godliness.” There we

have another very interesting Greek word for “train.”  It’s where we get our

English word for ‘gymnastics.’ 

Think for a moment about those gymnasts on the balance beam and �ips and

spins they do in the air and then have to somehow land on that little 4” wide

beam.  It just amazes you to watch them, but you know that they fell a

thousand times learning to do that.  But you also know that they learned

something from each fall. 

Similarly, when it comes to the Christian life, the late pastor Chuck Smith used

to say-- "It’s not the falling down that’s the problem.  It’s the lying there." In

other words, don’t give up, get up!  Just keep training even in the midst of

falling down and you will learn from each fall.  You’ll train yourself for



godliness!  You’ll train yourself to deny yourself at each fork in road and choose

the God-centered lane instead of the self-centered lane. And eventually, with

God’s help, we will become the greatest thing imaginable—the likeness of

Christ! (Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18)

News Update
Brief update on what's new

Mobile Training

We're very close to �nishing our mobile training center. Our very

last step is to wrap the trailer in eye-catching graphics displaying

our mission as it travels the highways of Southern California.

Next Class

We are thrilled to announce our classes will resume on October 6th.

Thank you for your prayers as we waited on God's perfect timing.

Classes will be much smaller than usual. With over 400 applicants

and more applications coming in every day, it will dif�cult to select

just 60. Pray for our selection process as we choose the 60 God has

intended. 

With our mobile training center close to completion, we pray we

can add more training classes.

Student Stories
Life-changing story from a graduate

Hidden GemHidden Gem



I met Kristel (our Employment Specialist) and she told me about

the welding program. I was planning on going to a two year trade

school but didn't think I would �nish. She told me ReIGNITE Hope is

just a four month program. Kristel saw something in me, pushed

me and I'll be forever grateful. ReIGNITE Hope has a heart you don't

see in the world - a hidden gem for sure.

Thank you for all your faithful prayers and
support. Please pray that God will give us His
perfect wisdom as we make preparations for

the next class.

Hidden Gem

https://youtu.be/Zw3jGMR2LVQ
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I’ll keep you all updated and if you would like to contact me I can be

reached by email at steve@reignitehope.com or by phone at (310)

847-0593. Please let me know if there is any way that I can be

praying for you during these challenging days in which we are

living.
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